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“Atonement: Powerful and Particular”      CoD H2 A8   Text – Hebrews 9:12     OT Reading – Leviticus 4:1-12, 27-35

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
What happened at Calvary?  
Now, there are various ways we could answer this question.  Today though, we seek an answer that is personal.  What was actually done at Calvary for you?

And almost without fail, the Christian will answer, “Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of my sins.”  
But now let me ask you that original question in a slightly different way: Did Jesus save you when He died on the cross or did He only make it possible for you one day to be saved?  Do you see the difference?  
Was your salvation accomplished 2000 years go, or was only the possibility of you one day being saved accomplished?  
Did Jesus atone for your sins then or did He simply make you saveable or able to be saved?
What happened at Calvary?

Well, to answer that question, we begin with our text here in Hebrews 9:12.  
And what we will see in that verse and its context is the Truth of Jesus’ powerful atonement.  

But then we will consider a number of questions and objections about this matter as we see Truth of Jesus’ Particular Atonement; our two points. 
Firstly then, the truth of Jesus’ powerful Atonement.
1. Those of you familiar with Hebrews will recall that the author writes to Christians thinking of abandoning Christianity to return to Judaism because of persecution.  
a. The appeal of the author of Hebrews, however, is Consider Jesus Christ; take every facet of Judaism and see how it is fulfilled by, completed in, and superseded by the glorious, magnificent, supreme, wonderful, and perfect Jesus Christ: 
i. He is greater then all of the angels, He shares your human nature, He is the greater Moses, He is the greater high priest, He is the greater Sabbath Rest, He is the greater temple, He brings in the greater covenant.  

ii. So don’t abandon Jesus.  Instead persevere, by faith, and you will enjoy the bliss of heaven’s reward.
2. But let’s zoom in on a portion of this argument in ch. 9.  For some time now, the writer to the Hebrews has been considering the high-priestly ministry of the risen and exalted Jesus Christ.
a. In ch. 7 he emphasized Jesus’ present reign in heaven, where He now cares for and intercedes for His people.  
i. And we will come back to this current work of Jesus later on.  
b. Chapter 8 showed how His priestly work brought about the new covenant spoken of in Jeremiah 31.  
c. But now with ch. 9, the writer comes back to a theme he has hinted at occasionally, but not explored – the blood of Christ.  And again, his purpose here is to compare Judaism with the work of Jesus Christ.  
i. So, in vv1-5, he describes the Jewish tabernacle or temple and its furnishings.  
ii. And then, from v6, he begins to describe the activity of the Day of Atonement that we read about earlier in Leviticus 16.  
A. And he explains from v8 that these elaborate furnishings and this extraordinary activity could only ever point to something far greater.  
1) First of all, the Jewish high-priest had also to offer sacrifice for his own sins.  
2) In addition, even though the animal was to be without blemish, it was still a part of the sin-infected creation.  It may have had clean wool and no broken bones, but it was not really spotless.  
3) And lastly, as wonderful as the ceremony was, it had to be repeated next year, and the next year, and every year, because it did not actually atone for sin; it only pointed forward to the Atonement for sin.  
4) Says the writer from v9, “The gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper.  They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings – external regulations applying until the time of the new order.”
d. Now, by way of illustration with what happens next, I want you to imagine yourself talking to a friend.  Both of you have iPhone 5s, but she is considering going back to her old Nokia.  What would you say?  How could you?  The Nokia might have served its purposes in its day, but look at the Iphone 5?  It is unbelievable!  The things it can do are incredible!  And that’s kind of like the change in tone that we see from v11.  “When Christ came [!!!!!!!!] as high priest of the good things that are already here, He went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.  He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.”  
i. In OT times, with each sacrifice, God’s people looked forward to the good times that were to come.  But now, with Christ, the good times have come!  
A. What the blood of animals could only point forward to, the blood of Christ has done.  
1) How did John the Baptist describe Jesus when he saw Him coming to the Jordan River?  “Look!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
ii. The OT high priest went through the tabernacle and entered the most holy place with the blood of goats and calves.  But then he came out again.  And the process had to be repeated the next year.
A. Jesus, on the other hand, enters the perfect tabernacle, heaven, just once, and remains there.  
1) And note, He doesn’t enter with His blood, but “by” His blood.  
a) Unlike the OT priest, who had to make the sacrifice and then bring the blood into the most holy place before then exiting, Jesus made the sacrifice and then entered heaven and remains there.  
3. And where all of this becomes so significant in terms of the truth of Jesus’ powerful atonement is in those last four words of v12 – “Having obtained eternal redemption.”  
a. And these four words are pretty much exactly how every English version translates the three Greek words used here – having obtained eternal redemption.
i. And first of all, whatever this phrase means, it is done by the blood of Jesus.  It is His blood that has obtained eternal redemption.  He is the key in this whole matter.  He has done it.
ii. ‘Redemption’ then is the noun – the object – the thing.  
A. It means release from sin’s guilt, forgiveness, purchase from the realm of death and Satan, adoption into God’s family and entitlement to an inheritance, a new standing of being innocent and perfectly obedient in God’s eyes; it means salvation. 
iii. ‘Eternal’ is the adjective – the describing word.  
A. It tells us that the duration of this redemption is not two minutes, or 40 years, but eternal.  Redemption is forever!
iv. ‘Obtained’ is the doing word.  
A. By His blood, Jesus has ‘obtained’ or procured or gotten or accomplished or secured eternal redemption.
v. But the key here is the word that reveals the tense of when this happened, ‘having obtained.’  
A. Will Jesus one day obtain eternal redemption?  No.  That’s not the tense.

B. Is Jesus obtaining eternal redemption now?  No.  That’s not the tense.

C. Has Jesus obtained eternal redemption?  Yes.  
1) The tense here is the famous Aorist tense – punctiliar action in the past.  At some moment in the past, Jesus obtained eternal redemption.  
b. And we are not making too much of one word or phrase here.  

i. Think about this in relation to how the angel described Jesus to Joseph when Joseph found out Mary was pregnant, “You are to call His name Jesus.”  Why?  “Because He shall save His people from their sins.” 
A.  Jesus came to earth with a job to do – to obtain their eternal redemption.  
ii. And I think you know the three words on the cross that make very plain that Jesus did exactly this?  They are?  “It is finished.”  
iii. Romans 3:23-24, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus”; past tense.
iv. Galatians 3:13, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.” Again, past tense.
v. And this is plain also from the local context of our Hebrews text: Hebrews 10:10, “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
A. Atonement for sin was made on the cross.  Salvation was accomplished.  
B. And having obtained eternal redemption; having saved His people from their sins, Jesus then ascended into heaven.
We return then to our earlier question: You have all this in your Bibles before you.  So, what happened at Calvary?  
You were not even alive then!  But did Jesus save you when He died on the cross or did He only make it possible for you one day to be saved?  What happened at Calvary?  

I trust you can see and believe that Jesus accomplished your salvation on the cross.  
And after that, all that remained was for the Holy Spirit to begin applying  the saving benefits of the atonement at a certain moment in your life.  
And He does this by enabling you to know Christ and believe in Christ and be assured that Christ paid the price for your sins.
In the OT, this was by way of faith in what the blood sacrifices pointed forward to – Christ at Calvary, and in the NT this is by way of faith that looks back to Christ’s atoning work at Calvary.
The Father sent Christ to earth to make atonement.

Christ came to earth and accomplished atonement.

And the Holy Spirit applies the benefits of atonement to believers.

And this, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, is the truth of Jesus’ powerful atonement.
So now we must consider the truth of Jesus’ particular atonement; our second point.
1. The question I asked at the beginning of the sermon was asked very deliberately.  And this is because there is some rather confused thinking about what happened at Calvary out there in the Christian world.  
a. You see, if you believe that the Bible teaches that before the creation of the world, God chose some to salvation in Christ, it follows, logically, that God then sent His Son to earth to die for those that He chose to salvation.  And every drop of the precious blood that Christ spilled did its job – it atoned for the sins of the elect; it washed away their sins; it made them spotless.  Not one drop was wasted.  
b. We can illustrate it this way.  It’s not perfect, but it makes the point.  Recently I was at Hanmer Springs hot pools.  And to get in to the pools, the price of admission needs to be paid.  So, here is what the group of us who were there did.  We worked out how many of us there were and I paid the price for my group.  Thus, not one cent was wasted.  Every cent paid did its job – it got that group into the pools.  Now, what I could have done was worked out how many people there were in Hanmer on that day, gone in first thing in the morning and paid for all of them so that my group could get in.  But surely that would be a wasteful way to secure entry to the pools for my group?  Many in Hanmer on that day have no intention at all of swimming or cannot swim.  So, every cent paid above what it would cost for my group to enter is wasted.
c. Well congregation, that is how many view the work of Christ at Calvary.  
i. They say that Jesus died for the sins of the whole world; Jesus made salvation possible for everyone.  Because God loves everyone and wants everyone to be saved, He sent Jesus to die so that it was possible for everyone to be saved.  
ii. And that is the message that now needs to be preached – God loves you and Jesus died for you.  But it is up to you now to choose to believe.  And if you do, then the blood of Jesus does its work and forgives your sins.
A. Have a look at the Arminian view as it there in the bulletin: “Jesus Christ the Saviour of the world died for all men and for every man, so that He merited reconciliation and forgiveness of sins for all through the death of the cross.”  
iii. And if you go and ask some of your Christian friends what happened at Calvary, that is what many of them will say: Jesus died for the sins of the world.  Jesus made salvation possible for everyone.  But only believers benefit from His work on the cross.  
d. And why do they say this?  I think you know or can guess.  
i. John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
ii. 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
iii. 1 John 2:2, “[Jesus] is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”
iv. 1 Timothy 2:3-6, “This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all men.”
A. And there are other passages like these – all, everyone, world.
e. And while it would be profitable to carefully work through each one of these passages slowly, we will, instead, consider them as a group.  As ever, we interpret Scripture with Scripture.  So, we need also to note other passages that speak like this:
i. Matthew 1:21 we have already referred to, “You are to call His name Jesus because he shall save His people from their sins.”
ii. John 10:14  I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—
iii. John 17:1-2: The high-priestly prayer of Jesus, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  For you granted Him authority over all people that He might give eternal life to all those you have given Him.
iv. And later in that same prayer, v9, Jesus prayed these words, which are particularly relevant, “I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.”
v. And there is also Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”
vi. Earlier, I quoted 1 Timothy 2:3-6 as one of the ‘proof’ texts for Christ making salvation possible for all.  It ended with these words, “Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all men.”  But listen now to Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."  
vii. So, at the very least, there appear to be as many passages that ‘limit salvation to some’ as there are that apparently ‘open salvation to all.’  
A. And what we do know is that Scripture always agrees with Scripture.  Scripture does not teach two different things.  
1) So, it will not do for us to just emphasize the “all” verses or the “some” verses at the expense of the other.
B. But we don’t need to!  

1) We have already seen in this sermon series that God views His covenant people in a different way than He views those outside the covenant.  
a) The circumcised in the OT and the baptized in the NT are the objects of His covenant love.  
2) And within that group, God further distinguishes between the elect and the non-elect.  
a) Only the elect are the objects of His saving love: “Jacob I loved, Esau I hated” – Romans 9.  
3) Thus, we might say that God loves all of those He has created.  
4) We might say that God loves all those who are within His covenant family.  
a) In that sense then, we may say that God loves all mankind.  
5) But God does not have a saving love for all men: “Jacob I loved, Esau I hated.” 
C. Thus, to accomplish the salvation of those God savingly loves, God sent Jesus to earth to pay the price for their sins, and their sins alone.  
1) And these ones are His people; the elect; the sheep; His seed; the ‘dearly loved’ ones the epistles speak of so often; the many; the church of Jesus Christ throughout history.
D. And what does this mean in relation to the “all” and “everyone” and “world” passages?  It means this: At the time when the scope of salvation was shifting from the Jews alone to include also the Gentiles, the good news of salvation was that Christ’s work at Calvary was for Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, male and female, slave and free, King and pauper, tall and short, professional and tradesman, athletes and the uncoordinated, old and young, etc.  Christ died for “all” of these; for “every kind” of these; and for all the peoples of the world, not just the Jews.
1) God does not want the people of Tahiti or Columbia or Bosnia-Herzegovna to perish; He wants everyone to come to repentance; the world to come to repentance.  
a) He wants the people of every nation and every kind of people to hear the gospel of eternal life in Jesus Christ.  
i) That’s what John 3:16, 1 John 2:2; and those other texts express.
ii) They do not have in view every single person, but every kind of person.

2) And we may be certain of this because of the picture of heaven we are given in Revelation 5:9.  And congregation this is THE text in relation to this whole subject.  It includes within it what Jesus did at Calvary and who He did it for.  
a) Just listen to what it says about Jesus, “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased (past tense) men for God (that’s the powerful atonement) from every tribe and language and people and nation (that’s particular atonement; the scope of the atonement; a definite group made up of all kinds of people).”  
viii. You see, if Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, then a certain percentage of His blood was wasted.  10%?  30%?  45%?  For the whole world will not be in heaven.  And it is inconceivable that Jesus shed His blood for Esau and Judas Iscariot and Hitler and Pol Pot and Edi Amin.  
ix. But if Jesus died for the sins of the elect, then every drop of His blood achieved the purpose for which it was shed.  With His blood He purchased you and me and all those that make up the church – His bride.
2. Well, one last thing then, by way of conclusion.  I referred to it right at the beginning of the sermon and it makes the same point.  Turn please to Romans 8:34.  It says there, “Christ Jesus, who died-- more than that, who was raised to life-- is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”  And interceding means ‘pleading on behalf of.’
a. As high priest then, it Jesus’ duty to intercede for all those that He made sacrifice for.  
i. So if Jesus died for the sins of every person ever born and is interceding for all of them, that would mean that He has failed to accomplish the full salvation of some of those He died for and interceded for.  
ii. If, on the other hand, Jesus died only for the elect, that means He has successfully accomplished the full salvation of all those He died for and intercedes for.
A. Which one do you think fits, biblically, with “You shall call His name Jesus because He shall save His people from their sins”?  
B. Which one is consistent with John 17:9, “I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.”  It’s the later isn’t it!
C. And what this means for those of you who know what happened at Calvary is that the powerful and particular blood of Jesus’ atonement and Jesus’ daily intercession on your behalf is a guarantee of your full and complete salvation.   Amen.

